
For Years 1 and 2



Aims of the session:

• To give you an insight into phonics at WCPS

• An opportunity to share our good practice

• To share some resources with you

• To answer any questions you have





making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:

Simply put…



When do they start learning letters 
and the sounds they make?

It begins in 
Nursery with 

Phase 1.



Phases 2, 3 and 4 are taught in Reception

We have chosen Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised as our systematic, 
synthetic phonics (SSP) programme to use to support our teaching of phonics.

Reception start by learning the alphabet as single sounds and then they are 
introduced to sound combinations (digraphs, trigraphs, split digraphs & 
blends).



LW has a picture pneumonic to help children remember the phoneme/grapheme 



They use these sounds to 
blend and read words.



In Year 1 they begin by recapping phases 3 & 4 
before embarking on phase 5. 

Phase 5 is repeated at the start of year 2 and 
then phase 6 (spelling patterns) is introduced.

High Frequency & Tricky words 
are taught alongside.

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.
org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Children learn that there 

are graphemes that can 

have different sounds 

and sounds that can be 

made with different 

letters. 

The children are 
encouraged to:

•Say the word.

•Segment the sounds.

•Count the sounds.

•Write them down.

They learn to read and write all of them.



We work our way through the whole Little 
Wandle Programme until your child can read 
fluently.



Usually we will teach four 
new sounds a week and have 
a review lesson on a Friday. 

You will get a list of the 
sounds that we are learning 
to have at home. This will 
help you with formation and 
pronunciation.  

How is phonics taught?



• There are specific resources for the Little Wandle Programme which the children will be 
very familiar with. 

• Each sound that we teach to begin with has either a mnemonic (like the astronaut that 
you can see here) or a phrase like boing-boing for ‘oi’. This helps the children recognise 
and remember the graphemes. 

• Every time we teach a new sound, we also read words during the phonics lesson that 
contain that new sound so that the children practise what they have learned. 

• We then go on to reading a sentence containing some of those words. We have displays 
in the classroom and on the tables to support the children throughout the day. 

How we make learning stick



Phase 3 uses 

Some examples…



The children will read books in class containing 

the focussed sounds each week.

They will work on skills such as decoding 

(sounding out) the words, working on prosody 

which is reading with expression – making the 

book sound more interesting with our 

story-teller voice or our David Attenborough 

voice – and comprehension. 

Research tells us that the more they see words 

the more they begin to read them automatically 

without having to sound them out.

Phonic practice through reading



The children are assessed 

every six weeks for us to 

check progress. 

Any child who needs extra 

support has daily keep-up 

sessions planned for them.

Regular Assessment



Mr Thorne’s Phonics 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW
4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw 

Look at old phonic 
screening tests:

https://www.gov.uk/govern
ment/collections/national-c
urriculum-assessments-prac

tice-materials

Encourage your child to:

● read the words on the 
sheet

● Practise forming the letters 
of the focussed sounds

● Writing the suggested 
words

● Creating their own 
sentences with the 
focussed sounds

How can you help at home?

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7sW4j8p7k9D_qRRMUsGqyw


Use the information sheets

For more free resources (cards and rhymes) go to:  
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk
/resources/for-parents/ 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/ 

More videos can be found at:

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


Chunk

Count the sounds

Your child will be exposed to/learn & use specific 
terminology during their phonics lessons, such as:

https://letters-and-sounds.com/phonics-glossary /

https://letters-and-sounds.com/phonics-glossary


Any 
questions?


